
City of McCallsburg

The City Council of McCallsburg met on Tuesday August 4, 2009 at 7 pm, in the McCallsburg City Hall 
for the regular monthly meeting. Mayor Loney called the meeting to order at 7 PM. Councilpersons Bill Lytle, 
David Muth, Ken Tiarks and Jeff Wells were present. Councilman Scott Anderson arrived at 7:05pm. There 
were also four residents, a representative from Story County Sheriff’s Department, Kevin Jacobson, City 
Attorney Robert Huffer and two representatives from Jerry’s Sanitation in attendance.

Councilman Tiarks made a motion to approve the agenda, the minutes from the July 6th meeting and the 
financial reports. Muth seconded the motion. All ayes with Anderson absent.
Revenue for July 2009 Claims Paid for July 2009
General Income - $2,972.10 A&M Mowing–Mowing-$1550.00
Water Utility Income - $3,496.30 Alliant Energy–Utilities-$821.69
Sewer Utility Income - $2,515.69 Campbell Oil Co.–Gasoline-$62.11
Solid Waste Revenue - $2,150.68 Central IA Televising–Sewer Televising-$660.00
Sales Tax and Late Fees - $351.88 Central IA Water–Water-$1,376.55
Road Use Fund - $1,511.81 Clark Weltha–Chain Saw-$75.00
TIF Revenue - $2,809.61 Hall Backhoe–Maintenance-$727.00
I-Jobs - $975.91  Huffer Law Office–Legal Fees-$779.00
Library Funding - $150.00 IA DNR–Water Supply Fee-$38.42
Total Income: $16,933.98 IA DNR–NPDES Permit-$210.00

IA One Call–Locate-$14.00
IA Telecom–Phone & Internet-$95.95
Jacobson Enterprises–water/sewer work-$527.88
Karen Beal–Meter Reading & Cleaning-$115.00
LGI–Water Testing-$22.16
Nevada Journal–Publishing-$111.20
Payroll-salary & taxes-$2,551.74
Phil Paulson-city help-$300.00
Portable Pro-Kybo Rental-$75.00
Ryerson’s-Equipment Maintenance-$652.44
Scott’s Sales Co.-rent-$250.00
Sonia Dodd-mileage-$129.29
Staples-office supplies-$107.51
State Bank & Trust-debt payments-$4,454.50
Story County Treasurer-police-$3,478.13
The Ames Tribune-publishing-$89.08
The Bookkeepers-accounting-$50.00
The Trash Man-garbage-$2,425.45
Treasurer, State of IA-sales tax-$204.00
Total Expenses: $21,953.05

Bobby Thomas told the council that he would be moving into his  parent’s old house and that he would 
be making some repairs to the home. Mr. Thomas asked the council if there was anything he needed to do with 
the city to make the transition complete. The council informed Thomas that he would need to apply for a 
building permit only if he planned to add on to the home but one was not needed for roof or siding repairs.

Randy Mortvedt from the Sheriff’s department spoke to the council. Mortvedt spoke about the speed 
charts that had been added to this monthly Sheriff’s report generated from the speed trailer use. Mortvedt also 
informed the council that the Sheriff’s department would be cracking down on seat belt violations. Muth asked 
if speed patrolling could be done along Fruitt. Mortvedt said he would make an effort to do so. Muth also stated 
that he had heard from a citizen about a case of animal cruelty within McCallsburg and asked Mortvedt if he 
knew about the issue. Mortvedt stated he did but was unable to comment on the matter. The Mayor praised the 



department on the new speed reports. Muth asked if the reports could be posted for the public. Tiarks stated he 
could scan the speed reports and place them on the city’s website. The mayor also stated he would post copies 
at the post office and the bank.

Mayor Loney told the council that street work would begin on August 6th. The Mayor also informed the 
council that IDNR is requesting that water testing also be done at the source by the water tower. Jacobson stated 
that he is waiting to hear back from IDNR about the possibility of testing from another location. The Mayor also 
told the council that a resident has been serving community service time by painting the benches and tables in 
the park.

The clerk commented on a few of the things that she had learned while at Clerk Academy in Ames. The 
clerk commented that she would like to create a list of procedures for the council meetings and a list of 
procedures for record keeping for the city because she could not either in the ordinances. Lytle asked if she had 
received examples while at her classes. The clerk stated that she had. The council agreed to allow the clerk to 
come up with a draft of procedures.

At 7:15 p.m. Mayor Loney opened the public hearing for the sale of the Old Fertilizer Building. Huffer 
stated that there had been a request to purchase this property from Mr. & Mrs. Jacobson of Story City. No 
comments were made and so Mayor Loney closed the public hearing at 7:17 p.m. Wells asked what Jacobson’s 
intentions were for the property. Jacobson stated that he planned to put up a new building on the land and place 
his televising business there. Anderson stated that he would like a clause to be added that the old building be 
demolished within twelve to fourteen months and secured immediately upon granting of deed. Jacobson agreed 
to the clause suggested by Anderson. Councilman Tiarks made a motion to accept Resolution 09-12 to approve 
the sale of the Old Fertilizer Building by quick claim deed with the addition of a clause stating demolition must 
take place no later than fourteen months after acquiring the deed to Kevin and Kimberly Jacobson. Lytle 
seconded the motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, Lytle, Muth, Tiarks and Wells. Motion passed.

The clerk stated that she had received an invoice from the fire department for their stipends. The clerk 
asked Anderson if she was to make out a check to the department and then bill the Fire Agency. Anderson 
stated that the Fire Agency was no to be billed and that the city should pay the invoice.

The clerk informed the council that due to the Goveneror’s I-Jobs program the city was to receive 
funding to be used specifically for road construction. The total amount the city will receive is $2,164. The clerk 
stated that the city has already received $975 of the total amount and that the rest would be paid to the city next 
year. The clerk stated that the total due was close to the amount the city needed to pay to cover their portion of 
the street repair on Fruitt. 

The clerk informed the council that a resolution needed to be made to approve the $50/month increase to 
the clerk’s wages that the council budgeted for. Tiarks made a motion to approve Resolution 09-13 stating a 
$50/month increase to the clerk’s wages beginning July 1, 2009. Lytle seconded the motion. All ayes; motion 
passed.

Huffer stated that pending litigation with the city will require himself to be a witness and so Mr. Huffer 
can not be the city’s legal representative. Mr. Huffer suggested the council hire Duane Huffer to represent the 
city. Muth stated that he believed the council should hire the Huffer Law Firm which would include both Robert 
& Duane Huffer, and in doing so would not need to re-hire Duane when Robert retires. Tiarks made a motion to 
hire The Huffer Law Firm for legal counsel. Lytle seconded the motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, 
Lytle, Muth, Tiarks and Wells. Motion passed.

Huffer stated that he received a letter from the Trash Man’s attorney and a copy of the city’s contract. 
Huffer stated The Trash Man has not filed a lawsuit, however The Trash Man is stating that the city is in breech 
of their contract and they have not received any complaints. Anderson made a motion to allow Huffer to 
negotiate with The Trash Man’s attorney on behalf of the city to resolve this dispute. Lytle seconded the 
motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, Lytle, Muth, Tiarks and Wells. Motion passed. 

Lytle stated that after reviewing both the Prairie Meadows Grant and the Safe Routes to Schools Grant 
he believed the city would be best served by the Safe Routes to School Grants. Lytle stated that his intention in 
applying for the SRTS Grant is to have the trail paved giving students a safe path along E-18 to walk all year 
long. Tiarks made a motion to have Lytle apply for the SRTS Grant. Wells seconded the motion. All ayes; 
motion passed.



Huffer stated that the Friends of the McCallsburg Library would need to re-submit their petition with a 
change from $1.00 per 1,000 to .27 per 1,000. IA Code states that a levy petition for a library can not exceed .27 
per 1,000. The clerk informed the council that the petition has to be to the Assessor’s office no later than Sept. 
18th. Huffer stated he would prepare a resolution approving the petition for the next council meeting.  Muth 
asked the council what they wanted to do with the leftover books. There was discussion of boxing them up and 
another suggestion of having a book sale with the proceeds going to the library fund. The council decided to 
table the issue until after the new budget was done.

Mayor Loney stated that he has collected many letters and a petition asking the Health Department to 
inspect the properties at Parcel 30 and parcel 161. Lytle made a motion to have Huffer send the information to 
the Health Department. Tiarks seconded the motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, Lytle, Muth, Tiarks and 
Wells. Motion passed. 

Lytle made a motion to go out of open session and go into closed session to discuss litigation. Muth 
seconded the motion all ayes with Anderson absent.

At 8:30 p.m. council went into closed session.
At 8:40p.m. council came out of closed session.
The council set August 24th at 7p.m. as a date for a Special Meeting to discuss the Trash Man contract.
The next regular council meeting will be September 8, 2009 at 7 pm in the City Hall.
Lytle made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Tiarks seconded the motion. All ayes; motion passed.

Minutes are not official until approved by council.

Attest: Sonia Dodd, City Clerk


