City of McCallsburg

The City Council of McCallsburg met on Monday June 4th, 2012 at 7 pm, at the McCallsburg City Hall for the regular monthly meeting. Scott Anderson, Chris Erickson, David Muth, Bill Lytle and Robin Pruisner were present. Jim Schroeder a Deputy from the Sheriff’s Department and 8 residents were also present.
Councilperson Muth made a motion to approve the agenda, the minutes from the May 7th, 2012 Regular Meeting, the May 14th, 2012 Special Meeting and the financial reports. Lytle seconded the motion. All ayes; motion passed.

Revenue for May 2012    
 

            Claims Paid for May 2012
General Income - $2,596.54

            
A&M Mowing –mowing park- $280.00
Water Utility Income - $4,910.92                              Ag Source –water testing- $22.00
Sewer Utility Income - $14,291.94                            Alliant Energy –utilities- $897.69
Solid Waste Revenue - $2,603.88                    
Central IA Water –water- $1,500.00
Sales Tax and Late Fees - $464.55                             Gehrke, Inc –lagoon construction- $11,103.00
TIF Revenue - $9,171.72

                       
Huffer Law –legal fees- $800.00
Road Use - $1,727.96




IA One Call –locate services- $22.00







Jacobson Enterprises –water/sewer- $527.88
Total Income: $35,767.51



Jessica Kockler –meter reading/cleaning- $80.00








Kenneth Meimann –tree removal- $150.00
Max’s Auto Repair –city truck repairs- $504.25
Nevada Journal –publishing- $134.50




                      
 
Omni-Site –lagoon monitoring- $222.31







Payroll-salary & taxes-$1,876.19







Phil Paulson –tree removal- $300.00








Post Office –postage- $90.00








State Bank & Trust-debt payments-$1,527.17
                                     



The Bookkeepers –accounting-$50.00







The Trash Man-garbage-$2,010.35







Treasurer State of Iowa –sales tax - $180.00







US Bank –debt service- $12,202.17







Wicks Turf –park- $140.00








Windstream –telephone & internet- $123.29







Zearing Library –library services- $1,100.00








Total Expenses: $35,842.80

Deputy Schroeder had no report to give. Mayor Loney stated that Pruisner was in the process of writing an article to place in the newsletter about the golf carts. Schroeder passed out a copy of the state code on golf carts. The Clerk gave Schroeder a copy of the city’s ordinance on golf carts that follows the state code. Pruisner gave Schroeder a CD copy of the all the city’s ordinances. 

There were no committee reports.


Mayor Loney informed the council that there was a farmer interested in planting soybeans in a few Agricultural lots on the west side of town. After checking with the city code it was determined that that is no ordinance against planting soybeans, however; field corn was not permitted. Mayor Loney also stated that he has received some concerns that the home being built in Owen D. Fincham is not being built to code. Specifically the basement walls seem to have no waterproofing. Lytle stated there was nothing in the code that required waterproofing and so the city could take no action.


Lavonne Borton and Vern Nelson spoke to the council on the future of The Coffee Pot. Borton stated that Bethany Lutheran Church is no longer providing financial support, however; the American Legion has said they can continue to use the Legion space whether they receive outside financial support or not. At this time the Legion is no longer charging them rent. Mayor Loney asked what the average attendance was and their hours. Borton stated that The Coffee Pot is open on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays form 8am until 10am. Thursdays they stay open until 11:30am generally because the Prayer Shawl group meets there. Borton stated they average 4 to 10 people per day with a slightly higher number on days the Prayer Shawl meets. Muth stated he saw no reason for the city to quit supporting The Coffee Pot. Muth stated he believed they filled a need for the community as a place for people to meet, have some coffee and chat. Mayor Loney asked what the city had been giving in support currently. The clerk stated that the city had made a contract to donate half of the rent expenses with Bethany Lutheran paying the other half. The city’s portion came to $300 a year. Muth made a motion for the city to donate $300 each fiscal year to The Coffee Pot specifically to be paid on July 1st. Lytle seconded the motion. All ayes; motion passed. 


Erickson stated that the cost of a 3x8 sheet of steel for the city’s east welcome sign would cost $220 but that he had not heard yet about the cost of cutting in the image. The clerk stated she had been unable to find a pdf of the city logo but had mailed a paper copy to Mr. Franzen and had not heard back from him. Erickson stated he would try to contact Mr. Franzen again. After some discussion on the construction of the sign Lytle made a motion to have the east welcome sign built in an amount not to exceed $1,500.00. Muth seconded the motion. All ayes; motion passed.


Pruisner spoke the council on the city’s progress for Ragbrai. Currently the city has accepted 5 vendor applications and that there was another community meeting on Ragbrai on June 11th at 7:00pm at the American Legion. Pruisner also informed the council that the DJ the city has hired for the event has offered to lower his fee to $300.00 if the city will allow him to sell Gatorade as well. Lytle made a motion to approve Dave Gallagher to sell Gatorade in addition to setting up DJ services for the city on July 25th. Muth seconded the motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, Erickson, Lytle, Muth and Pruisner; motion passed.

Issue of golf carts was already discussed during citizen’s appearance.

Mayor Loney informed the council that Key Co-op had signed the agreement with the city pertaining to the burning of their old fertilizer building. Anderson stated that he did not see mention of Key Co-op notifying Alliant Energy or Union Pacific about the burning. Anderson made a motion that the city sign the burning agreement with Key Co-op with once Key Co-op notifies and receives approval from both Alliant Energy and Union Pacific Railroad. Muth seconded Anderson’s motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, Erickson, Lytle, Muth and Pruisner; motion passed.

Bartlett & West submitted a billing of $837.89 to the city for services on the lagoon project. Anderson stated that the curb on Latrobe near the lagoon access had been broken and needs to be fixed. Anderson asked that Bartlett & West be informed about the repairs needed. Action on the billing was tabled until the July council meeting. Mayor Loney also informed the council that the fence around the lagoon would be worked on this upcoming Saturday.

Mayor Loney opened the sealed bids for the pumphouse building. The bids received were as follows:

Lisa Nelson $575.00, Amy Lytle $600.00, Gary Hendrick $378.00. Mayor Loney informed the bidders present that if any of them cared to raise their bids now would be the time to do so. Nelson raised her bid to $625.00. Lytle raised her bid to $650.00. Nelson raised her bid to $675.00. Lytle raised her bid to $700.00. Nelson raised her bid to $725.00. Lytle raised her bid to $750.00. Nelson raised her bid to $775.00. No other bids were given. Mayor Loney closed the bidding. Anderson asked the council if the baseball diamond was in need of a storage shed for their equipment. Lytle stated that the baseball diamond already had a storage shed. Anderson made a motion to accept the bid of $775.00 from Lisa Nelson. Lytle seconded the motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, Erickson, Lytle, Muth and Pruisner; motion passed. Nelson has 30 days to move the storage shed. 

The clerk informed the council that the Realtor contract with Debby Johnson is set to expire on June 10, 2012. Lytle made a motion to extend the contract with Debby Johnson for another six months. Pruisner seconded the motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, Erickson, Lytle, Muth and Pruisner; motion passed.


The council discussed the need to increase water billing to offset the lagoon costs. The clerk informed the council that the first payment of $40,586.99 came due on June 1, 2012. Lytle stated the only way he saw fit to set a charge was by line hook up rather than usage. Lytle stated that usage was too vulnerable to change and could leave the city in a difficult position if it dropped significantly.  Pruisner stated that the city could not afford to act like the costs were not increasing for the city and that those costs needed to made up for somehow. Lytle made a motion to charge a $25.00 a month hook up fee to all properties with water and sewer lines to begin with the August 2012 billing. Pruisner seconded the motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, Erickson, Lytle, Muth and Pruisner; motion passed.  


The council discussed worked that needed to be done in town and along the Prairie Rail Trail before Ragbrai came to town. The council set June 23rd, 2012 at 8:00am as a work day for the city. After some discussion the council agreed it would be best to hire out the pothole repairs needed. Lytle made a motion to set a limit of $20,000.00 for road repairs to be completed before July 25, 2012. Pruisner seconded the motion. On roll call voting aye: Anderson, Erickson, Lytle, Muth and Pruisner. All ayes; motion passed.

Mayor Loney informed the council that the owner at Parcel #134 would like the garbage charge removed from his utility billing because he did not intend to use the garbage services for his shop. The council stated that all charges had to be paid. The city’s contract with the Trash Man is based on households and not usage. Lytle stated it did not matter if a resident chose not to use a service that was provided. 


The next regular Council Meeting is set for July 2nd, 2012 at 7pm in City Hall.

Lytle made a motion to adjourn. Muth seconded the motion. All ayes; motion passed.

Minutes are not official until approved by council.

Attest: Sonia Dodd, City Clerk





